
 
 

An Albina Mali-Hočevar, disfigured by war 
 
Albina Mali-Hočevar was an extremely brave Slovenian anti-fascist resistance fighter, who became 
a national heroine. In the fight to liberate Yugoslavia, she was wounded three times in combat. 
 
On the 6th of April, 1941, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia was invaded from all sides by the Axis 
powers of Germany, Italy, Bulgaria and Hungary. The invasion ended just eleven days later with the 
surrender of the Yugoslav Army. Subsequently, a guerrilla war broke out against Axis occupational 
forces. Yugoslavia, at the same time, suffered a multi-ethnic political struggle between Yugoslav 
Communist Partisans, Slovene Partisans, Serbian royalist Chetniks, Croatian fascist Ustashe, the 
Serbian Volunteer Corps, and the Slovene Anti-Partisan Home Guard. 

Albina Mali-Hočevar was born on the 12th of September, 1925, in Vinica (now Northern 
Macedonia), into a working-class family of eight children. Albina joined the People’s National 
Liberation Movement in the summer of 1941 at the age of 16. She worked briefly as a liaison, 
maintaining links between couriers before participating in numerous battles as a resistance fighter. 
In September 1942, she was injured in fighting near Krajina and decided to become a combat 
medic. In this role, on 21st of January 1943, she was injured for the second time during a battle near 
the small village of Zagorica. She was wounded for the third and final time, three days after her 18th 
birthday, by an exploding mine near Veliki Osolnik, during the siege of Turjak. She was awarded 
the Order of the Partisan Star 3rd Class, for courage and dedication in battle.  

After recovering at a Partisan hospital near Jelendol, she continued working as a medic at various 
posts away from the frontline. By November 1944, Albina was stationed in Split with the 8th Corps 
of the anti-fascist People's Liberation Army of Yugoslavia (NOVJ). When the war ended, she was 
based in Trieste, Italy. 
 
After the war she was a Communist party secretary at three different locations in Slovenia.  

 
In 1952, Albina was awarded the Order of the People’s Hero, in the category of Women National 
Heroes, which was the highest award in the former Yugoslavia. Out of 91 women, Albina was one 
of only 19 living recipients.  
 
In December 1955, she settled in Maribor and became a member of the Slovenia’s Sports Club 
Committee. 
 
At some stage she married and had 5 children, one of which was adopted. She received a good 
pension with other non-monetary benefits for being a national heroine. 
 
She died on the 24th of January, 2001.  
 


